PREFACE TO VOL. LXIV

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in this volume:

CLIX. Etienne Carheil writes to the governor
(now Frontenac) from Mackinac, to warn him of the
dissatisfaction prevalent among the Ottawas, who
are inclined to form an alliance with the Iroquois.
Carheil vigorously denounces the inaction and
timidity of recent French policy toward the Iroquois,
and says that there is nothing left for the Algonkins
save to secure peace as best they can, for the French
no longer protect them. The Hurons at Mackinac
are really taking the same course as the Ottawas,
but are more politic and crafty in their methods. If
these tribes are allowed to make peace for them-
selves, the Iroquois and the Dutch will monopolize
the fur trade, to the exclusion of Canada. Carheil
warns the governor that he cannot count upon the
aid of the upper tribes, if he shall decide to make
war upon the Iroquois. They have released the
prisoners from that nation, and have forcibly indi-
cated their contempt for the French alliance; their
reasons for this are given at length. They reproach
the French with weakness and cowardice, and taunt
them with having accomplished so little in the
Seneca campaigns. They regard the French alliance
as also injurious to their trade, in which they get



